
Biology Notes: Mammals 
 
5 Main Characteristics of Mammals: 

1.  Vertebrates 
2.  Warm-blooded 
3.  Live birth and feed young with milk 
4.  Hair or fur covers their bodies 
5.  Breathe O2 with lungs 

 
1. Mammals live in most ecosystems all around the world, including _________/__________, 

______________, in ____________and on ____________. 
2. Mammals  are omnivores, herbivores, and carnivores.  Name a mammal that is in each category.  

a. Omnivore _______________________ 
b. Herbivore _______________________ 
c. Carnivore _______________________ 

3.  There are THREE types of mammals: 
a. __________ young--the majority of mammals in this group--called placental mammals.  
b. Marsupials--carry their young in a pouch.  List a few examples: 

____________________________________________________________ 
c. Egg laying--a few mammals actually lay eggs!  This group of mammals are called 

monotremes.  List a few examples: ____________________________________ 
4. Mammals come in ALL sizes and shapes!  

a. The largest mammal of all is the _____________________ who lives in the ocean and is 
over 100 feet long and weighs over 200 tons.   He breathes oxygen through his lungs and 
has to come to the surface for air.  

b. The largest land mammal is the _________________.  
c. The smallest mammal is the _________________________________ and is only 1.2 

inches long.  
5. Find some fun facts: 

a. How long is a giraffe’s tongue and what do they use it for? __________________ 
b. If a mole works hard all night, how deep can he dig a hole? _________________  
c. How slowly does a whale’s heart beat? ___________________ 
d. Even though a camel has a hump or two, his ______________ is straight. 
e. Cheetahs are the fastest land mammal.  They can run as fast as _____________ 
f. ___________ are the only mammals that can fly. 
g. _____________ are mammals that sleep longer than any other mammal each day.  They 

sleep up to 22 hours a day.  
h. All mammals have teeth except ___________________. 
i. The ______________ is the fastest land mammal and can run over 70 miles per hour.  
j. _____________ and _____________ babies do not sleep the first month of their lives.  
k. ________________ can hold their breath for up to 15 minutes.  

For MORE cool and strange facts about mammals, check out this link: 
https://amazingfacts4u.com/mammals/ 

6. There are more than ______________ species of mammals. 
7. Most mammals are helpless when they are born and depend upon their parents or their tribe to 

help them learn to survive.  List a mammal that provides for their young for over 10 
years:_______________________ 
 

https://amazingfacts4u.com/mammals/

