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Biology FISHY Notes: 
 

5 Main Characters of Fish: 
1. Vertebrates 
2. Cold-blooded (with a few exceptions) 
3. Lay eggs 
4. Scales 
5. Gills and fins -- H20 environment 

 
Fish Facts: 
 

1. Scientists have discovered between 24,000-30,000 different species 
of fish.  The largest fish that have been found are measured at 51+ 
feet and the smallest fish are less than .31 inches.  What is 
considered the largest and smallest fish in the world? 
___________________________________________ 

2. Fish have a skeleton made of _____________, except for a few 
species that have a skeleton made of cartilage.  What species has a 
skeleton of cartilage? 

3. Scientists who study fish are called _________________________. 
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4. Fish can navigate in the dark, silt-filled waters using a special organ 
that works like radar.  This organ is called a 
____________________. 

5. Fish eat many different things including: 
_______________________________________________________ 

6. Fish use an organ called ____________ to breathe oxygen in water 
molecules and ________ that are their “arms and legs” that are used 
to change directions in the water.  What type of fish can “walk” on 
land? ________________________________ 

7. Most fish have ____________ and have a slippery layer covering the 
scales that allow the fish to have less drag, or friction, as they swim. 
They swim faster because of this “slime.” What fish do NOT have 
scales? ________________ 

8. Most fish lay ________.  But some fish, like ___________, give birth 
to live babies.  

9. What species of fish swims upright? _____________________ 
10. Fish live in both __________ and _________ water and are found 

in MOST bodies of water all around the world.  What body of water 
has NO fish living in it’s waters because it is too salty to support life? 
(There is more than one answer.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Answer Key: 

1. Biggest--whale shark, smallest--paedocypris 
2. Bone, sharks 
3. Ichthyologist 
4. Lateral line 
5. Fish, algae, insects, turtles, fish eggs, mollusks, water birds 
6. Gills, fins, snakehead 
7. Scales, sharks 
8. Eggs, sharks 
9. Seahorse 
10. Fresh, salt, answers may include: Dead Sea or Salt Lake in the US 

 


